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Much as I approve of the Volunteer System, I must confess, that, rather than have Corps with their 


« Committees, I would not havethe Corps at all 


; for, if these Committees are suffered to exist, I 


“ have no besitation to,say, that the Monarchy is nog safe for six months.” ———Speech of Lord Rom- 


ney, December 16, 1803. 








AN 


ANALYTICAL AND COMPARATIVE VIEW, 


tic. Ge. 
(Contiaued from. p. 848.) 


Il. The promise said to have been made by 


Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville, to give to Br. 
Addinaton their constant, active, and xtalous 


support. 


7 
‘ 


ts 


On this point, the Near Observer states : 
that the country felt all the hazard and 
difficulty of their [the new minister's si- 
tuation}; and the courageand self devated- 


‘ness, with which they bad succeeded to 
‘* the posts of danger, were the topics of ad- 


miration and applause.—Bat, in obcyiog 
the commands of thegwe-Sovereign, they 


‘ had felt and were deeply penetrated with, 


the impossibility of serving him and their 


country, in the great necessity of the | 


‘ time, if that vast mass of talents, informa- 


tion, and influence, over which Mr. Pitt 
and Lord Grenville presided, were not 
only suddenly withdrawn from. the sup- 
port of his Majesty's govergment, but 
converted into amepposing, or even a neu- 
tral foree, Whatever may be the diffi- 
culty and the delicacy, (for they are.ex- 
treme) of the point I am treating, I think 


' it indispensable to speak with eoarage and 
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. “constant, active, ¢ 
4 ~ assert that itzand Lord Grenville 


with perspicuity; and I challenge the il- 
lustrious. persons J chave just named to 
controvert the fact or the spirit of a state- 
ment, which ites important to the pre- 
sent, and to the fulure.ages, to place: be- 
yond controversy and dispute. 1 «mest 
take upon me, therefore, to aver, that hi 
Majesty's most gracious offer of his con- 
cence to Mr. Addington, could not have 


bren, and was not definitively accepted, un- 


7 til a solemn authentic pledge of bono had 


been given. by the late ministers, for. their 
- wealous- support? © 1 


‘d sieredly aret solemnly enterinto this: 


_, {et engagement, ‘and inthis precise, | 
1c co Of words. You-think with Hamlet, 


* * keepailet wordt?” 


4 Ob 1 but she'll, 
Thea ccurate:Goserver,that is to say, the 


*Srocate of Mr, Pith: denies’ thelfacts here 
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stated; but, before we hear him, it seems 
hecessary to make an observation or two on 
the self contradiction of the statement of the 
Near Observer. !n order to excite our ad- 
miration, or rather, to indace us to believe, 
that the péople were struck with admiration, 
‘* of the courage and se/f-devotedness, with 
‘‘ which tbe new ministers had succeeded 
** to the posts of danger,” he had before 
drawn a most woeful and disheartening pic- 


| tare of the staté of the country in February, 


1301, and, amongst all the other alarajing 


| circumstanees, which he could find; Of in- 


vent, he had added, that of the King's indis- 
position, which has already been proved to 
have commenced after the Jate ministers ten- 
dered their resignations, and to have termii- 
nated before the new ones were actually in 
place; so that, as to that point, these coura- 
geous and se/f-devoted persons, accepted of 
their places-when his Majesty was perfectly 
well; remained out of them all the'tinie 
that be was ill, and entered them after his 
recovery! But, if we admit the truth of the 
charge which the Near Observer now urgés 
against the late ministry, and particular 

ageinseMr, Pitt and Lord Grenville; if we 
admit,-that, thoagh it was impossible, that 
those. gentlemen should make a promise Of 
giving uniform, unconditional, and unqua- 
lified support to their successors, yet that 
those. successors might so understand them, 
and place reliahee on them accordingly ; if 
we admit this, which is the least that the 
Near Observer demands of us, where ate 


we to look for that "courage and self-devo- 


« g¢edness, with which,” he tells us, “ the 


new ministers succeéded to the posts of 


“ danger?” Where,’ itdeed, are we to 
‘leok for posts ‘of danger,’ in a ministry wlio 


expected, and relied upon; ‘the constant, ac- 
tive, and zealous support of“ that vast mass 
* of talents, information, .and infliénc 


ce, 
«over which-Mr. Pitt anid Lord’ Grenville 
A he my 


‘* presided 2": 
- It will, heréafier, be seen, that this wotion 
Grenville _eppears to have re ‘beet in- 


vented’ by the Near Observer,” forthe par 
“condoect, subsequent to | 
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Lord Grenville commenced a. direct. opposi- 
tion, aud when Mr. Pitt began to keep aloof 
from the ministers, shewing himself, at last, 


in’ sort of hostile neutrality, The Accu- 
rate Observer, therefore, ia order to smooth 
the way for Mr, Pitt's change of conduct, 
thus removes the obstacle of a promise of 
constant, active, and zealous support. 
“ Mr, Pitt,” says he, “ undoubtedly, when 
** be retired from office, feit convinced, that 
‘< pnder the circumstances of the period, his 
*€ Majesty had selected for his advisers per- 
“ sons, by whom it was probable, that the 
* governmenutof the country would be wise- 
“ jy and safely administered. He felt them, 
“ therefore, entitled to bis support, and, as 
“ well as Lord Grenville, gave them his as- 
* surance of it. ‘To give to any set of men 
‘‘ apromise of copstant support, /et sheir 
conduct be what it would, is as incansisten! 
«“ with every idea of public duty, as it cer- 
™ tainly is with common sense or commen 
“ honesty. Neither Mr, Pitt nor Lord 
“ Grenville ever gave, nor did Mr. Addiug- 
4* ton uaderstand, that he had received, such 
“ promise. If, therefore, as the Near Ob- 
server $0 pompously avers, the assurance 
“ had been couched in the precise words, 
“* constant, active, and zealous support, it 
would have needed no sophisiry to give to 
* the promise a limitation. But, what is 
“ the real. fact? The words, which are 
** quoted by our author, were made use of 
by Lord Grenville in a speech, (20th March, 
** 1801). ia which he claimed for the new 
* administration the confidence of the coun- 
* try, a8 consisting of men, who bad con- 
‘*-stuntly approved of the principles, upon 
“ which he and his colleagues had enjoyed 
«* the confidence, and received the support 
* of the uation, avd who had, both publicly 
and privately professed their intention of 
** gontinuing to act upon the same genera! 
** system, which had brew adopted by their 
** predecessors. 4s such, his lordship said 
** they should have -his ‘ constant, active, 
_ “and zealous support.’ With respect to 
** Mr. Pitt, it is not yery necessary to in- 
*¢ quire what were the particular words jn 
« which he conveyed to his successors his 
of support; but, in this case, as 
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i in of Lord aiperiiin there ne not 
onl _ aplied, ut an express limitation 
nae py » And Mr. Addington 
Adetionaaich Meee 
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Observer does not tell us, nor is his silence 
of any importance, except as it is another ip- 
stance of his desire still to keep up a distinc. 
tion between Mr, Pitt and every other of his 
colleagues, Lord Melville excepted; and, iz 
is truly remarkable, that, in both pamphlet, 
this last mentioned nobleman is introduced 
as seldom as possible, 

The folly of supposing, that any two 
men whatever, especially two such men 
as Mr, Pitt and Lord Grenville, would 
make a solemn promise of constant and 
unconditional support of a ministry is, too 
great to be adopted by any one, however 
ignorant or prejudiced. But, there is po- 
sitive proof of the contrary; tor, both of 
these great persons, did, on every occa- 
sion when they spoke of their intention to 
support the new ministry, expressly stale, 
as the condition of that support, that 
the new ministers should continue to act 
upon the same principles that had guided tbe 
conduct of their predecessors. Whoever 
will take the trouble to look back to the 
debates of February and March, 1801, will 
find, that this was the ground, Oa which 
both Lord Grenville and Mr. Pitt asked for 
the support of Parliament in, behalf of the 
new ministers; and char, it was on this very 
ground, that che new ministers were repre- 
sented, by the Opposition, as being unwor- 
thy of the confidence of Parlament. A 
quotation or two from the speeches of Lord 
Grenville and Mr, Pict will place this point 
beyond ail dispute.—‘* We go out of office 
‘with a pledge to support, our successors 
“ in pursuing the same measures, whieb we 
“ ourselves adopted and pursued.” * Mr. 
Pitt, in defending the new ministers, agnine 
an attack of Mr, Grey, said that they were 
worthy of the cai.fidence of Parliainen', be- 
cause, in them, “tac measures, the stem, 


-** the principles, which, Parliament had 60 


* often sanctioned, were to be 74/4! e 
“ rigorousiy pursued. + Again, On vet 
sequent occasion,, after the new wn, 
had actuaily entered on their offices, 
Pitt said: “ What is the complaint [ . 
* by Oppnsition}] ‘now? . That a sal 
« sons who-claim the. support of the Fou" : 
« explicitly they profess the same, principle 
‘as those who have §0 jong #23 
fe cor fidence eee eet, AN €: 


(* ig,” said hey after describing 





ministry, “ that. che Honge 1s by 
“ Sons . well ag * 
bear oxinciploh 9 “congticution of this 
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« coyatrr, to wait to see the conduct of the 
“ om nisters of the crown, before they with. 
“draw their confidence.”” [——Now, un- 
less we believe, chat Lord Grenville and 
Mr. Pitt made, and that Mr. Addington re- 
lied on, promises, made in private, to sup- 
port hin through thick and thin, while 
the. were, in public, thus carefully quality- 
ing every thing they uttered in the shape 
of a promise of support; unless we believe 
this, we must reject, as the most ‘shameful 
of misrepresentation, the Near Observer's 
pompous account of a pledge, given to the 
present ministers, by Lord Grenville and 
M;, Pirt, of “ constant, active, and zealous 
suppore.” The Near Observer asserts, 
however, not only chat such assurances 
were given by Lord Grenville to Mr, Ad- 
dington; but even that they were given 
previous to that gentleman's acceptance of dis 
ofice, and were a principal motive for that ac- 
ceptance! This is so far trom the fact, as to his 
lordship, that Mr. Addington had actually ac- 
cepted his office, and signified his accepiance 
in more than one quarter, before Lord Gren- 
ville was informed, that such’an appoint- 
ment was even tn the contemplation of any 
person living ! His lordship’can, therefore, 
have had no share whatever in® persuading 
Mr. Addington to consent to replace Mr. 
Pitt: a resolution for which, indeed, many 
people believe, that very litle ‘persuasion 
Was necessary. After the formation of the 
Rew ministry, Lord Grenville declared 
Publicly, and in Parliament, that he would 
‘Upport the ‘mew ministers sovong as'they 
adhered to the’ system of their predecessors. 
This limitation Was not implied, as the Ac- 
a Observer sees to suppose, but was, 
: all appearance, studiously, and certainly 
uy distinetly” expressed, as” we “have 
The ane ‘by a> reference to the debates. 
italia Observer quotes from those very 
pre a ¢ words which contained the pro- 
rons . Re; rt, but carefully suppresses 
pou ng immediately follow, and which 
ou hiteas tik by which the promise 
Eniiacit ed. “This ‘condition was’ so very 
decliviea expressed, that Lord” Grenville’s 
pata aa of the system on which he ex- 
than 6 “hew ministers to act, was more 
He nce Tefertedto’at the’time in both 
tlready ena niatient -and was stated, ashas 
Old ‘alkane ee eee, 
We Ae ground for their 
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of the new ministers, 
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they are as much bound by it as if they had 
themselves expressed it: since, if they 
meant not to fulfil it, every principle ef 
plain dealing and sincerity required »thae 
they should undeceive Lord Grenville, and 
reject'a support publicly proffered on con. 
ditions to which they were not willing to 
agree. The question, therefore, as. to 
breach of faith? is open to the judgment af 
the whole wold. The new ministers had 
publicly pledged themselves to the system 
of their predecessors, Lord Grenville and 
his ‘colleagues had publicly declared, that 
they would, on that condition, give the new 
government their support, in such a course 
of measures as would, in that case, have been 
entirely consonant to the oproions on which 
they themselves have uniformly acted, both 
in and out of office. If the new ministei’s 
have performed their part of this contract, 
the new opposition is guilty of a breach of 
faith. If, on the contrary, the new minis 
ters have not performed that engagement, 
on which all the rest was grounded, the 
breach of faith rests entirely witb them, 
The only real question therefore ts, have 
the present ministers, or have they not, de- 
parted from the system of their predeces> 
sors? This question is already answered ! 
—st. By the natoriety of the fact itself; 
as to peace, war, neutrality, negotiation, 
and finance; in the desertion of allies, the 
surrender of conquests, the reduction of 
naval and military force, the abandonment 
of the Continent, and in one word as fo 
every material question of domestic or fo- 
reign policy.—zdly. By the open and pub- 
lic manner in which the ministers them- 
selves daily boast. of that departure, and 
take merit for it.—gdly. By the compla- 
cency with which they have always ac 
cepted, and even courted, the assistance of 
those who avowedly give their. assistance ou 
no other grounds, but on those of such de- 
parture.—And 4thiy. By the lavish cen- 
sures which they themselves now bestow, if 
all their publications, on the whole and 
every part of the systen of their predeces- 
sors, and most of all by the malignant abuse 
of it, which. is contained in the very pam- 
let now in question. 
It has been betore observed, that the 
notion of a pledge of support ‘was evi- 
dently invented by Mr. Addington’s par-' 
tisan, for the purpose of rendering @diout’ 
the opposition, jsince the proluminaries' 
of peace, has been maintained by Lord Gren-' 
ville, and, in some’degrée, by MriPitt,’ 
But, before we come to the parliamentary’ 
conduct of these gentlemen, wert 2S . 
rrae’ Hraptict peer rt 
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im the present examination, because to the 
result of this transaction, the Near Obser- 
ver attributes, and not without too much 
appearance of truth, all the coldness and all 
the hostility, which Mr, Addington has ¢x- 
perienced, oris likely to experience, at the 
hands of Mr. Pict. 

Il]. Phe circumstances of the negotiation for 
the returnof Mr. Pitt to offiee, 

This is a\point of great importance, and, 
therefore, it will be proper to state, at full 
length, all.rhat has, on both sides been said 
upon the subject. ** So far,’”’ says the 
Near Observer, “as ] have had opporto- 
** nity to ebserve, I think I may venture to 
** assert, that the ministers maintained their 
“ usual good correspondence, and received 
* the usual confirmations of support and 
** friendship irom Mr. Pitt. till March last, 
“ and some time rather advanced in that 
“ month. Upon her Majesty’s birthday, 
* in January, | have heard that some tri- 
“« fling form.and solemnity confirmed the 
** bond, and that Mr. Pitt, who dived with 
“ the Chancellor of the Exchequer, took 
occasion to declare, that he would come 
to town and give government his assist- 
ance in Parliament upon the first ques- 
tion of importance, and upon any which 
they might think required his support ; 
but having been at a distance at that 
time, and unwilling sow to make parii- 
cular inquirics, ] state it only as report, 
The friendship, however, continued til] 
* the period I have assigned. Nor can |] 
** state it as having been absolutely vetract- 
** ed or dissolved till abour the. third week 
* in April, although there remained, in the 
* interval, nd appearances of its eflect, or 
* existence. Very early in this month, it 
** is well known, that a plan was in agita- 
* tion dor the admission of that right ho- 
* nourable gentlemén, and some of his 
* friends, taco theCabinet. As far as j 
“ have observed, this negotiation originat- 
“ ed swith Lord Melville, and was conducted 
by bint 5, nor.dol at ali jear being mis- 
*“ taken in stating, that the intentions and 
“* copduct of that noble lord were fair, ho- 
* nourable, and impartial, I have great 
“ satisfaction in saying so, because 1 know 
“ @ contrary Opinion prevails, and because 
 asubsequent vorc of his lordship’s has a 
* cendéncy to maiorain and encourage that 
opinion, Those persons, however, who 
“ had the-means ot newr observation, be; 
 -Mdieved that.the noble lord was almost as 
much hore and disappointed at the ex- 
 teayagant proposition. upon which the 
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evidently. approaching; and. besides those 
** personal, habits of friendship, which ar a)! 
** times governed the mind of. Mr. Addie. 
ton, the great talents and popularity of 
Mr. Pitt, amongst the monied persons, 
** must have rendered him a most desirabjc 
** acquisition to any administration in which 
* he wou!d take a part.—TI treat here, and 
** T.am_ very sensible of it, upon tender 
“* ground; I feel that. I may, be uttering 
“ things better hked in silence, but not 
“ better suppressed; for the public and 
© posterity are interested in the truth, and 
* havea right to know it. . That I do not 
* much mislead them, L. appeal to. Lord 
“© Melville himself.—In that negotiation, 
‘© which his:lordship.conducted, 1 think it 
“ proper that it. shoald ‘be, known, tha 
“ there was,.no obstacle upon the part of 
“ ministry to dis, Jordship's return, wih 
“ Mr. Pitt and.other ot his friends ; 1 do 
‘“ nor say upon .a.fooring of equality with 
“* Mr. Addington and ovhers,of the present 
‘ administration, bur, beyond z., It is pro- 
‘¢ per, that it should be, known, thatthe 
‘+ treaty did not go off (as has been pre- 
‘* sended).on.account ofa want of a mes- 
* sage from, a,quarter. roo;high. to. be men- 
© tioned, a, communication’ which would 
not have been wanting; in. due time, tt 
‘* the negotiation could have been brought 
% to an.ipsuo upon. the senms 1 fave men- 
“ tioned.5 but, that it -broke off .apoo the 
‘© positive unalterable. demand of Mr. Put 
“© himself, sto! bring back with him the Lords 
“ Grenville\and . Spencer, wish other noble 
** and honourable persons,, who had disap- 
+ proved. .of every measure of the govern- 
sé ment, who.were in. the habit of personal 
‘* incivility and disrespect, and whe rae 
‘* adverse tothe whole spirit and principles 
of the administration, > We here SCC, 
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“ dictates tothe Sovereigy, with which the 
** session. of Parliament apened, a, these loud 
“© demands for the returp.of Mr. Pict to the 
** confidence (of is) Majesty, ave been 
“ faithfully. and, shonourably repaid. —— 
“ Lord Grenville svould replace, Mr. I ~ 
+ in power, and itcbad.been very wag? avy” 
“ if Mr. Pitt. had forgotten athe obligativ®. 
“ Thus -have. these » illustrious. perso" 
‘* maintainedsunbroken, the bands of their 
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« Addington been deprived of Mr. Pitt’s 
« friendship, notwithstanding every one of 
“ hig measures has received his suppore 
«“ and approbation !”’ This is vety 
plainly inanuating, that, from the begin- 
ning of the session of Parliament,- in the 
month of November, 1802, there took place 
on understanding between Mr. Pite and 
Lord Grenville, and, that the latter was to 
be “ repaid” for bis» call in favour of the 
former by @ place in the Cabinet, as soon 
as Mr. Pet himself could obtain an entrance 
into it; and, though this insinuation is cer- 
txialy most! foul and unjust, yet, IT must 
contess, that I never could reconcile either 
to reason or policy, the asserting, that Mr 

Put was the only man capable of saving the 
country. Lord Grenville’s: words were 
these; “ thereas but. ese man in the king- 
“ dom, to whont every eye is directed, to 
“ whom every heart is atrached, as a/one | 
“ equal to rally thenational force, as alone 
“ equal to weather the storm.’? I. have no 
doubt, that his lordship.was perfectly sin- 
cere and disinterestedin the delivery of this 
opinion; but, as I saidthen, sol say now, 
that I have no doubt of -his having been 
greatly deceived.. For, not only do 1 re- 
ject the humiliating: notion of this king- 

, =a 
com's containing but ome man ; not only do 





I believe, that there are many men better 
calculated for weathering the approaching 
storm (for it #8 not yet come); bur, I be- 
eve, that this storm never can be weather- 





ed with Mr. Pittat the dedm, As a member 
of an administration, he might do much ; 
but as the chief director of it, he is, in my 
pinion, totally: inadequate to the task 
Which, in that situation, he: would now 
have to perform, Wihenever the rerurn of 
Mr. Pitt to ioffice has: been the subject of 
femark, T have~uniformly.given, it as my 
“pinion, that we now stand in need of a 
‘) stem of politics and of political economy, 
(otally new. and, as it is wery evident, that 
ve a system would never be introduced 
y Mr. Pitt, because the introducing of it 
Would bs t0 lay theaxe to: the root of his 
Wu tame, so. must, uf course, be. persuad: 
ed, thar heis notthe person.to be mivister 
. these times, Mr, Pitt, had he been again 
pisses at the head.of the Cabinet, would 
= had constanshy in view the, preserva- 
— of ins: system of fanding, from which 
either the stoppage of cash-payments at 

Dor dny-osher -procfet bis error 
aan have-weaned hiro. He would have 
“nun ued. Wats: or. Made peace, . u no 

other oe shone ditke_ocics of 
% . "eo { pot 
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system is his adopted child; every»wound 
it receives touches bim to the hearts his 
public. reputation is interwoven, with; it; 
with it, therefore, that reputation mua, pe- 
rish, and, to prevent. which it js) by mo.mears 
unreasonable to suppose,, that he would» be 
inclined to risk much more !than,.the.nation 
ought.ever to. risk, -He-would..sdon ihave 
found out the * prudence” of makingane- 
ther peace ; he would soon have discovered, 
that the main object.of the war was again 


| accomplished ; again would he have telked 


of ** husbanding our resources against ane- 
“ ther day of trial;”” and thus would have 


'ended «he sesond punic wat.——-While, 


however, I dissent, as to this particular 
point, from. the opinion of Lord Grenyille, 
while I would much rather see his lordship 
minister.than Mr, Pitt, I by no means.yield 
to the insinuation of the Near Observer. 

In answer to what this writer has asserted 


on the subject. of: the) negotiation, for Mr. 
| Pitt's return to office, the Accurate, Observer 


makes the following statement..—-** J now 
‘“‘ come,” says he, ** to speak of/a,transae- 
** tion, upon whiebI particolarly- request the 
I know that-I 
“ tread upon delicare groynd, but io.tread- 
« ing it 1 shall notdeviate-from the path of 
‘* truth. Upon a.question interesting in it- 
« self, upon which curiosity had: been much 
“ excited, and upon which, from the nature 
“ of it, litde could be publicly knowa,, the 
« Near Observer seems te have though that 
« confident and positive assertion could net 
“ fail to make ap impression. No species 
‘* of falsehood is so, certain of passing, .cat- 
“ rent upon the world, aa that witch las 
“ some degree of trath-(however slight) for 


© its foundation ; and the misrepresevtation 


‘* of this transaction, however gross, appoars 
‘**- to be the. misrepresentation of a. person 
“ who had the means (though certainly lit- 
“ tle of the inclination) of stating its, cir- 
« cumstances: with correctness and: preci- 
“ sioa.—-——it is very far from my intention 
“ to set down all the particulars which have 
‘¢ come to my knowledge upon this transac- 
tion however well authenticated they may 
be. Indeed I should, not- have entered-et 
‘€ all upon the subject, if it had not been for 
‘( the. purpose. of. correcting misstatement, 
“ and refating. and exposing calumoy. I 
‘+ copfine myself therefore within the:jimits 
“ of the Near Observer's misrepresentaticns, 
« premising only that oo farther, eireum- 


“« stances.with which Iam scquaimied, vary 
« in any degree. the general complexion ‘of 


‘* the transaction. Jf L, have mistaken or 
“« misconceived, any point, I call vpos Mr. 
“ Addington, or.any of his fiends, tm cor- 
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rect my error.-——‘lowards the end of 
March, or at the beginning of April, apon 
the eve of war, alter it was distinctly 
known to Mr, Addington that Mr. Pitt 
strongly disapproved vf some of the lead- 
ing measures of his government, and after 
an overture had been made on the part of 
Mr. Addington, too foolish, I bad almost 
said, too insulting to be noticed, a distinct 


COBBETT'S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 















































‘“€ proposition, (originating, not, as has been 
** insinuated, with Lord Melville, but enzire- 
“ ly with Mr, Addington bimself,) was 


“ made to Mr. Pitt, the object of which was 


“ his return to the official situation he for- 
“* merly held in the administration; and, as 
“ JT understand, the arrangement was to 
® have taken place whenever the negotiation 


“ then pending with France should have 


“* been brought to a conclusion. It was 
** also signified, that vacancies would be 
made for the purpose of admitting Lord 
* Melville into the Cabinet, and some other 
“ of Mr. Pitt's friends into different official 
“ situations. To this proposition Mr. Pitt 
* replied, thet he would not enter upon the 
** question of arrangements, until he was 
* distinctly informed by a message from the 
“ highest quarter, that his services were 
“ thought essential; that if so called upon, 
*' in spite of the precarious state of his 


* health, he should not decline the offer of 


his best advice and assistance; that he 
was fully aware of the great and increas- 
“ ing difficulties of the country, ‘and that he 
“ saw the necessity of a strong, vigorous, 
** andefiicient government. That if called 
** upon by his Majesty, he should feel it to 
* be his duty to propose an administration 


“ 
“ 


the present and of the /ate government; 
* that, in the general arrangement which 
“ he should submit for his Majesty's consi- 
“© deration, he should, if they assented, in- 
* clude the Lords Grenville and Spencer, 
“ but that he should press no person what- 
“ ever upon his Majesty, only reserving to 
** himself the power of declining the under- 
*S teking altogether, if he could not form 
“such @ goverpment as wonld enable him, 
* jo his jodement, to conduct the affairs of 
“the nation with a tir probability of suc- 
—** cess. No sine gua non was insisted upon, 
“asthe Near Observer alledges with respect 
** to the admission of Lord Grenville, or of 
*-anypother person into the Cabivet. - Ail 
“ chat Mr. Pitt required was, that he should 
“be at liberty to submit to bis Majesty 
“© whatever he thought. best for his Majes- 
** ty's service, unfettered by any previous 
_* condition, and. he positively declined. com- 
** molting himsekt upon the qRestion of par- 





consisting principally of the members of 
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ticular arrangements, until his Majesty's 
pleasure had been distinctly. signified 
to him. ——-Such, I may venture to assert, 
was the substance and spirit of Mr, Piu's 
“ conduct through the whole of the transac. 
tion. . What was that of Mr, Addington? 
“In bringing forward the Proposition of 
which | have. spoken, he endeavoured to 
make it a preliminary, that Lord Gren. 
ville should not, in the first instance, be 
included in any arrangement whatever, 
*‘ On the grounds already stated, Mr. Pitt 
** refused to listen to such an exclusion, or 
to any other particular stipulation pre- 
‘* vious to laying his ideas before his Ma- 
« jesty. How far, after knowing Mr. Piti's 
** determination upen this point, Mr. Ad- 
dington, for a time, felt, or expressed, a 
disposition on his part to accede to it, I 
will not take upon me to assert; but it 
is, I believe, pretty certain, that after an 
interval of deliberation, and afler con- 
“ sulting with his colleagues, he declared 
“ ultimately, that nothing could induce 
“him to atlord even the chance of admit- 
“ ting Lord Grenville into the Cabinet, 
“* and that this determination would allow 
“ of no change. His Majesty .of course 
‘S qwas not advised to send to- Mr. Pitt, and 
“© Mr. Addington’s proposition fell to the 
* ground.——lf this be a correct statement 
“ of this transaction, (and if it be not, | 
‘© again call upon Mr. Addington or any 
of his friends to contradict any part of it) 
‘¢ T ask what ground is there for describing 
it asa negotiation set on foot by Mi. 
“* Pitt for his return to office? What pre- 
‘¢ tence is there for calling it a scramble 
“ for place? What foundation for the base 
“« insinuation, that to the disappointment 
‘“* occasioned by the failure of this negotsa- 
** tion, not to fair and honest opinion upon 
“ public grounds, is to be imputed the 
“ disapprobation which Mr. Pitt has at 
“ any time shewn of any of the messures 
“ of the government? Mr. Pitt was sauica, 
‘* (without any previous step taken on his 
* part) to a negotiation, the professed ob- 
“ Ject of which was, to place him atthe 
* head of the government; insteadof in 
“ patiently grasping at office, he declined 
“ r “bi it was © 

“ me or in = with a 
* he felt due to his sitdation, 3 
**-with ‘his vite “(dar pobli service. 
* With respect to the motives for his sub- 
sequent cond 1 have sufficiert!y a 
“ sw “nw insinuations OF © 
“ hea area by ‘mentioning agg 
will not be contradicted—that Mr. Ad- 
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6s probation of some of his principal measures, be- 
«fore this overture was made——Mr. 
« Addington evidently wished for the as- 
« sistance of Mr. Pitt to strengthen Ais go- 
« yernment, and this desire increased with 
« the difficulty of his situation. It is equal- 
« ly evident, that Mr. Pitt had no inclina- 
“ tion, whether from disapprobation of 
“ their general measures, from objection 
“ to any of the steps taken in the negotia- 
“tion with France, or from any other 
“ cause, to agree to take office merely as 
an accession to the present administration. 
“ Amidst the difficulties with which we 
“ are surrounded, many persons may natu- 
rally wish, that Mr. Pitt had lent his as- 
* sistance to the government tn any man- 
“ner in which it would have been re- 
“ ceived; becanse the insutticiency of the 
‘present administration, in our critical 
“ state, is very generally felt, and because 
“ Mr. Pitt would have infused energy and 
“ vigour into their councils, and would have 
“ been a tower of strength to them at this 
“ perilous moment. But surely it was for 
“ him 40 afpreciate the talents and qualifica- 
“ tions of those with whom he was to risk 
“* his character, and to consider upon what 
“ terms he could return to office, consist- 
« re with his own credit and with the 
“ public interest. None can questivt® his 
“right to determine upon this point for 
“ himself,” 

The differences in the two accounts of 
this curious negotiation, are, 1. The Near 
Observer states, that the negotiation ‘ ori- 

ginated with Lord Melville,’ and he af- 
lerwards terms it, “a negotiation set on 
“ foot by Mr; Pitt for his return to office ;”” 
whereas, his opponent declares (and he 
bids Mr. Addingtot contradict him if he 
— that the negotiation ‘ originated en- 

rey with Mr. Addington himself.” 2. 

he partizan of Mr. Addington asserts, 
that the negatiation broke off “ upon the 
z Parse. unalterable demand of Mr. Pitt 
rg back with him the Lords Gren- 
3 wor and Spencer,” and, it is afterwards 

‘ated, that the objection of Mr. Addington 
aa to Lord Grenvilie alone; but, in con- 
Peanting to all this, the partizan of Mr. 
ri asserts, that, though Mr. Pitt did intend 
° Propose an-administration consisting 
,, Principally of the present and of the laze 
@ Cacece though ‘he did state, that, 
© shou © general: en. which he 

ld submit for ‘his Majesty’s consider - 
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himself the power of declining the un- 
dertaking altogetber;” that, “ no sine 
qua non was insisted upon, with respect 
to the admission of Lord Grenvibe or 
any other person ;’’ and that, as ¢o the 


breaking off of the negotiation, Mr, Ad- 
dington, after endeavouring to makesthe 
exclusion of Lord Grenville @ /re/iminary 
condition, and meeting here with the direct 
refusal of Mr. Pitt, took some time to con- 
sult with his colleagues, and ultimately de- 
clared, “ that nothing could induce him 


és 
+ 
“ 
¢ 


« 


to afford even the chance of admitting 
Lord Grenville into the cabinet, and 
that this determination would allow of 
no change;~ and thus Mr; Addington's 
proposition fell to the ground,” 

Upon questions where the parties flatly 


contradict each other, itis impossible to come 
to a certainly correct decision, uniess we are 
in possession of extraneous evidence.» As 
to the first of these points, it is not only pos- 
sible, but it really appears very. likely, 
that doth parties have, according to their 
best belief, spoken the truth; for, it will be 
observed, that Lord Melville was the go+be- 
tween, the coupler, on this occasion; and, 
who shall tell us, that his lordship’saoxiety 
to produce a junction so desirable, so neces- 
sary to the welfare of the nation, and se 
likely to form an irresistib'e rampart against 
the assaults of that ‘ conspiracy for place,” 
which he had discovered in the New Oppo- 
sition; who shall assure us, that, for the 
sake of accomplishing objects so near. his 
heart, his lordship did not-act a part. sonie- 
what like that acted by Claudio and. his 
companions with ‘respect to Benedict and 
Beatricé. The Near Observer says, that the 
negotiation originated with Lord Melville, 
and the Accurate Observer says, that the 
proposition originated. with Mr. Addington 
himself: both may be true: Lord Melville 
might, and I think hé did, broach the subject 
to the minister, without the knowledge of 
Mr. Pitt, and thereupon Mr. Addington, 
from motives which are evident. enough, 
made the proposition to'which Mr. Pitt was, 
on certain conditions, willing to accede. If 
Mr, Addington. had not regarded the nego- 
tiation as originating with Lord Melville, it 
is utterly incredible, that he should have 
countenanced the circulation of 4 statement 
to that effect ;-because, as the point was very 
material, he roust«have been certain, that 


‘such a statement would be contradicted, and 
that such contradiciion would brin 


and disgrace ppon 


shame 
his cause: . Mr. Pitt's ad- 


vocate sees this clearly enough ; he perceives, 


thet both accounts are, as 


as felates to 


this point, substantially trae 5 he kmows, that 
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Lord Melville was the go-between, and, one 
would think, that he must kaow, that his 
lérdship: was the originator of the negotia- 
tlon, which, indeed, he does not deny, but 
only says, that the proposition made to Mr: 
Pitt ofiginated entirely with Mr. Addington 
himself; but; he is very careful not to assert, 
that this proposition was made dy Mr. Ad- 
dington to Mp, Piit, or that it was made, 
etther directly or indirectly, before Lord 
Melville opened the subject to Mr. Ad:ing- 
ton. Such an evasive statement is unworthy 
of the partizan of Mr. Pitt, especially when 
its object is to fix the charge of direct: and 
premeditated falsehood on a man, with 
whom, be he what he may, Mr, bitt was 
willing to share the powers of the state. 

As to the 2d poiat, on which the. asser- 
tions of these writers are opposed to each 
other, it does appear, that, Lord Grenville 
was mentioned, at least, by Mr. Pitt, as one of 
those whom he intended to introduce into 
the Cabinet. Soch introduction was not, the 
Accurate Observer states, “ a-sine gua non,” 
which I can very well believe; for Mr. Pitt 
has generally too much prudence te make 
declavations that have any thing definite in 
them; but, that, if he took an office: him- 
self, he would endeavour to have Lord Gren- 
ville with him, there can remain hittle doubt 
in the mind of any man, who, for a moment, 
considers, how desirable, and, indeed, how 
necessary, it would have been, to break up, 
or at least, cut asunder, the new opposition, 
the successful opposers of that peace, which 
was, at the time the Cabinet negotiation was 
going on, just about to terminate in a new 
and miost vexations aad. distressing war. 
Whether Lord Greaville would have been Jed 
over, in this manner, was another question ; 
and, @ question, which; | positively assert 
have been safely answered in the negative. 
Of this, however, the miuisters were not 
certain ; and, though the silencing of Lord 


‘Grenville, and with him.the most formidable 


part of opposition in the House of Lords, 
was an object for'which they would, proba- 
bly, have made almost any sacrifice of na- 
tiqnal dignity or interest, yet the personal 
humiliation ee themselves, which such a 
appear to have been resolved never toxx00- 
sent to, ‘Therefore they insisted, as a pre- 
liminary, that Lord Grenville should not be 
brought. amongst them; and,. as Mr. Pitt 
wou-d make no 


k of this sort,-pre- 
_‘Wious'to his being called upon by the King, 


the negotiation was pat.an end-to.. There 
. _4 any thing in the differ- 
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of misrepresentation on the Near Observer, 
who says, that the negotiation broke off 

_** upon the: positive. unalterable» demand of 
‘Mr. Pitt to bring back with him: the 
‘“* Lords Grenville and Spencer ;" and, his 
opponent says, that Mr. Pitt, having named 
the Lords Grenville and Spencer as. persons 
whom he should propose, and having been 
asked by Mr. Addington to consent to a pre- 
liminary stipulation that.Lord Grenville 
should not be brought back, refused to enter 
into any stipulation at ail, and that, thereupon 
the negotiation was broken off. It may not 
be rigidly correct to describe this as “ a po- 
sitive and unalterable. demand on the part 
‘* of Mr. Pitt, to bring back the Lords 
“« Grenville and Spencer" but, Lam satis- 
fied, that not one person out of ten will re- 
gard this description as fadse; and, if chere 
has been, or is; any misrepresentation as (o 
the fact, it is really, in my opinion, to be at- 
tributed to the zndefinite manner, in which 
Mr. Pittis said to have stated the terms, on 
which:he was ready:to make part of the pro- 
posed coalition. He did not, says his advo- 
cate,. make the return of : Lord Grenville a 
sine qua non. Why did he not? He would 
say nothing specifically, as to arrangements, 
till after he had been called upon to submit 
his ideas tothe King. And why would he 
not ?: And, who can blame Mr. Addington 
for suspecting the worst. All that Mr. Pitt 
could be brought to say was, that, he should 
‘* propose an administration consisting pr”- 
“ cipally of the present and fate govern- 
‘¢ ments,” and all that Mr. Addington could 
possibly discover, was, that his.dear Pylades 
intended to take the far greater part of bis 
power away from him, without thanking hm 
for it; which intention, especially if the sub- 
ject were, as it appears to have been, first 
broached to: Mr. Addington by:Lord Mel- 
ville, was certainly such as no man could 
have patiently beheld, much less have suf- 
fered to be executed, and even have becd 
himself instrumental in executing. 

The points in dispute. between Messrs. 
Addington and: Pitt:are;: after all, less inte 
resting to the public than are the facts Te 
lative to the disposition of Lords Grenville 
and. Spencer.. Both. the: writers, whose 
pamphlets it is. my object to analyse and 
compare, have refrained from stating to their 
readers, whether, or not, these noblemen bad 
conseated to. be included: in: the: projected 
new, or, rather, patched ‘ 
A stranger to the» political history of the 
time alluded -to, would, however, believe 
that. they * hadi-sosconsented.; for, to those 
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Grenville and Spencer nwst appearas ‘ lords 
‘in waiting,’ ready to enter, any when, 
any where, any way, and. for, any purpose, 
that Messrs. Pit and Addingtoa might agree 
upon, ‘Phe advocate of Mr. Pitt does, in- 
deed, in speaking of these jords, make use 
of an hypothetical phrase: “ if they-assent- 
« ed,” Mr, Pits stated, that. h+ should in- 
olude them. But, every one knows, that 
such phrases are mere expletives, introduced 
to give an air of decency to the proposition, 
in exactly the same way, and for the same 
purpose, that a minister, in presenting to 
the Commons.a vote of credit, states, that, 
« if the house should assent to it,” the dis- 
tribution of the money will be made agree- 
ably to theestimate. This phrase, therefore, 
as applied to the proposal relative to Lords 
Grenville and Spencer, does not, in reality, 
express any doubt as tothe dispostion of 
those noble lords, who are, by these wrang- 
ling pamphleteers, represented in a light, 
which is extremely injurious to the character 
of these noblemen, especially when they 
are, by the Near Observer, stated to have 
looked upon a return to office with Mr. 
Pitt as repayment for the call which they 
wade in his behalf, at the opening. of the 
session of parliament, and which call never 
was, at any time, made by. Lord Spencer ; 
and, asitis well known, that Lord Melville 
Was, at one time, actually taking some steps 
with @ view to his being lodged at the Admi- 
ralty, it isevident, that, before the negotia» 
tion broke off, Lord Spencer was well known 
to object to the proposition. But, f think 
it necessary to state here (and I call upon the 
partisans of either Mr. Addington or Mr. 
Pitt to contradict me if they can), that nei- 
dber Lard Spencer, nor Lord Grenville, ever, 
etther directly or indirectly, signified bis wish, 
w bis consent, to make part of the proposed 
ministry. 
m by Mr, Pitt should be anxious to have 
: him the Lords Spencer and Gren- 
Ville has already-been suggested; but it: is 
ise to take some notice of the 
“aso alledged by his advocate and evlo- 
ae the Accurate Observer, that “ Mr. 
 Fitthad No inclination, whether from dis- 
7 approbation of their general measures, or 
o IF sey ta any of the steps taken 
« Offics negotiation with France, to take 
<< tly as an accession to. the pre- 
a administration.” . He never was 
that ie it 48 .not pretended, on either side, 
*“vever-was: ptoposed to him to-take 
minke! “accession” to the present, ad- 
‘that-Me. -p; .. Vhe Near Observer declares, 
Other cata te Lord: Melville, aud several 


soble..and: honourable. persons, the : 


‘ 


| clude that it is true. 
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friends of Mr. Pitt, were; by’ Mr: Adding- 
ton, proposed to -be admitted, ndt upon an 
equality with hiavself, but deyoni# at. As 
this speaks lotidly in favoor of Mr.. Ad- 
dington, and as it has not beet Gontradicted 
by Mr. Pitt's partizan, it is butfair to con- 
Mr. Pitt’ Was never, 
then, asked to come in as ao ‘* accession.” 
But, the reasons given for his objection so 
to do, appear to me to be far from satisfac- 
tory: these are, “ his disapprobation of their 
« general measures, and his objection to 
“ some of the steps taken in the negotiation 
“ qith France.” Aa it is the talent of Mr. 
Pitt so it seems to be thatof his defender, 
to wrap himself round in terms which will 
bear any meaning, or, if necessary, no 
meaning at all. What is meant by general 
measures ? © Does this phrase mean mea- 
sures in general? Or measures of a general 
nature? Or measures general in their effect ? 
There is no catching him: he slips through 
your fingers like an eel ; and then yow stond 
and stare as I now do, knowing not what 
to say, or what to think. If, however, by 
‘« general measures” are meant, the great 
measures of the cabinet, such as the con- 
vention with the Northern Powers; the Pre- 
liminaries of Peace with France; the Deti- 
nitive Treaty with that power; the great 
measures of Finance, and particularly the 
Consolidation of the Funds, which took 
place in the summer of 1802; if those were 
the ‘¢ general measures” of the ministry, 
then, I say, that, instead of disapprobation, 
Mr. Pitt had bestowed, on a/d and on each 
of them, his unqualified approbation, sanc- 
tioned, in every instance, by a solerin vote! 
Tbe Accurate Observer does, indeed, speak 
of Mr. Pitt's “ approving of. the treaty of 
« Amiens, with all the gualifications which 
“‘ accompanied that approval;” and, for a 
sight of all these qualifications, he, refers us 
to the parliamentary debates of the 3d of 
November, 1801, @ reference which we 
shall certainly save ourselves the trouble of 
making, when we reflect, that the treaty 
of Amtens was not concluded till six months 
afier the date of the said debates, On the 
Preliminary Treaty Mr. Pitt did, indeed, 
make a very long speech, on the 3d of No- 
vember, 1801; ahd that he qualified. his 
expressions one may, without any . reft- 
rence to the speech, yentare to allow; 


for what expression did’) he ever otter 


without an accompanying qualification ? 

But, is it. fair to consider as qualified, that. 

approval which is the general tenor of.a 

speech, and ‘which is, at last, confirmed 

a vote? Mr. itu did, as I statedin p_ 

declare that the preliminary treaty “¢ 
. 
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** matter of joy and eru/tation to the coun- 
‘¢ try, and entitled the government [that is 
“ the ministers] to its warmest approbation 
* and most grateful thanks.” Yet we are 
now reminded of ‘ all the qualifications 
** which accompanied this approval !”—— 
Doring ali the discussions on the tréaty of 
Amiens Mr. Pitt spoke only three times ; 
once for the purpose of thwarting the new 
opposition by shoriening the duration of the 
debates ;* the second time to interrupt the 
argument of Mr. Windham by calling him 
to order in the midst of his speech;+ and 
the third time to oppose an adjournment of 
the debate, because he was ‘* ready to vote 
** for the amended address, and because he 
“* was perfectly satisfied the arguments ‘so 
* ably and successfully urged by his noble 
** friend,” Lord Hawkesbury.t Where, 
then, are we to look for “ all the qualifica- 
“€ tions,” with which Mz. Pitt gave his ap- 
proval to the treaty of Amiens? And where, 
too, are we to look for an apology for the 
writer, who now endeavours to make the 
world believe in the existence of such qua- 
lifications ? Yetit is but too true, and it is 
a fact, which one cannot reflect on without 
sorrow, that the work of the Accurate Ob- 
server, went to the press from beneath the 
eye, and with the approbation of Mr. Pitt! 
Nor will the other. groond of Mr. Pitt's 
reluctance to enter the cabinet as an “ ac- 
** cession,” be found to be more solid; for 
though ** some of the steps takem: in the ne- 
* gotiation with France,” might be unwise 
enough, what objection could he have te 
them, which must not, at any rate, have 
been of weight greatly inferior to the ob- 
jections, which experience had proved to 
exist against the general measures of mi- 
nisters, which measures he had approved of ? 
Why, too, it may be asked, as to all the 
measures, whether general or particular, to 
which he objected, did he never come to 
make his objections in par/iament, the only 
place where he could constitutionally give 
his advice ; the place where duty to his con- 
atitvents and his Sovereign bade him appear, 
and openly object to that which, in the con- 
duct of ministers, he conscientiously re- 
garded as objectionable? “ His health.” . 
~++s+e+ His bewlth! Oh shame! ‘That 
health, which would have permitted bim 
to became minister, to attend the House of 
Commons sand to debate five days in the 
Week, besides attending to all his numerous 


- a - 





“* See Debates, 3d May, 1802, Register, Vol. 11. 
pliant ore Skew ) 


| tia 13) 1802, » Regiater, Vol. Ii, P+ 1300. 


AONE. p. 33-4. 
> . 


POLITICAL REGISTER. [916 


and important duties out of the house; that 
health would not permit him to come to par- 
liament once to point out the dangers, to 
which the measures of ministry were ex- 
posing the nation! But, it seems, “ that 
** Mr. Addington knew of Mr. Pitt’s decided 
“‘ disapprobation of some of his principal 
“measures, before this overture” [for a 
coalition] “ was made,"—Mr. Addington 
knew’ of it !! Without stopping, at present, 
to make an inquiry as to what principal 
measures took place between June, 1802, aud 
March, 1803, we may surely be permitted to 
ask, sow Mr. Addington came to know of 
Mr. Pitt's decided disapprobation of those 
measures ? And whether this assertion does 
not most fully corroborate the suspicivns, 
which many persons openly professed to en- 
tertain, of an improper, and even an un- 
constitutional, influence, having, for some 
time, at least, been exercised by the late 
minister over his successor ; and whether, 
the ‘* decided disapprobation” of the former 
was not cxpressed, the moment that the 
latter ventured to throw aside bis leading 
strings, and to attempt to support himself 
by his own strength? This was assuredly 
the fact; and December, 1802, was the 
time when the schism, or rather the cool- 
ness took place; but, the minister, finding 
war to be inevitable, ™ evidently wished,’ 
as the Accurate Observer states, “ for the 
‘ assistance of Mr. Pitt to support his go- 
“ vernment.” This wish led to the negova- 
tion of Lord Melville, and that negotiation 
to the rupture, which put an end, for ever, 
I hope, to a cabivet influence unshecked by 
even the appearance of responsibility.—So 
necessary, however, does the Accurate Ob- 
server regard the assistance of Mr. Pitt, 1 
this time of difficuity and danger, that he 
wishes him to have condescended to enter 
the cabinet, upon almost any terms; “ but, 
he adds, “it was surely for him to appreciate 
‘* the talents and qualifications of those, 
“ with whom he was to risk his character. 
“ None can question his right to determine 
“upon this point for himself.” Generally 
speaking this. doctrine is perfectly just: 14 
common eases no one would question this 
right: but, was this a common case? Was 
it pot, in the month of March, 1803, some- 
what late for Mr. Pitt to begin ag oom 
the talents and qualifications of Mr, “} 
ton, Lord Hawkesbury, and their collea 
After having lived’ with the: principt 
sons of them piles Soe pr fe; 
ving, at the end-of that time, 
pounced on them, individda 
tively, as men and as misist 
smeditated eulog 
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aod obtained for them the confidence of the 
Parliament and the country; after all this, it 
was, methinks, somewhat Jate to start doubts 


and objections as to their talents and quali-. 


fications, aod to entertain fears of what dis 
character might suffer in theit company ; in 
the company of men, whom to have “ re- 
“ commended to. his Majesty's councils” his 
dvecate imputes to him as a merit! A 
merit, for haying placed the power of the 
state, the honour of the crown, aud the 
happines of the people, at the mercy of 
those, with whom he is afraid to ‘“* risk” 
his own individual reputation!. A merit 
for refusing to tinst himself in the cabinet 
with those very men, whom he had intro- 
duced, whom he had intruded, whom he had 
thrusted, into the closet of his Sovereign !* 
[Vo be continued.) 


* Since the former part of this View ap- 
peared, there has been published, in some of 
the daily prints, a certificate, signed by the 
bookseller of the Cursorny Remarks, 
stating thal he has “ not disposed of a single 
“* copy of that work by order, or on account 
of, the Treasury." Now, I .ask Mr. Hiley 
Addington if it was candid to make this poor 
man siga such a paper? ‘ The Treasury /” 
Is it possible, that the “ right hon. relation” 
cen hope to ride off upon this? Will the 
bookseller solemnly declare, that no civil 
‘poken gentleman bought 750 copies of him 
iN one, or, at most, in two bargains? Will he 
solemnly declare, that two book-binders’ 
boys did not go down to the Generai Post- 
Ojice, some time in Oetober last, loaded 
with Cursory Remarks? The charge is 
called dibedious. What! is it libellous to 
‘ay, that the Treasury putchases pamphlets 
Wholesale, and circulates them through the 
General Post-Office?, Perhaps, then, Mr. 
Hiley Addington would deny that the Trea- 
‘Ty purehased and circulated the Vindica- 
hon af the Convention with Russia, a pam- 
a Containing a most false and fulsome 
pogium on Lord Hawkesbury? Perhaps 
i yi deny, that Mr. Shery was paid by 
; « 4reasury for printing the Pitot, a work; 
wnt ee and falsehoods of which soon 
ae the grave, but which, while it 
“sted, was filled, one half wiih praises of 
moe CnetOns, and the other half with the 
Mr wreeme abuse of Lord Grenville and 
that ee oi Perhaps he would. deny, 
tins . Treasury had any share in circula- 

'§ these tions ; but J am sure he 


he himself; who was then 
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INTELLIGENCE, 


Forricn.—The report of a negotiation 
atnong the principal neutral powers of the 
continent, for the restoration of peace, is 
still repeated in the papers which have been 
last received from there.——The dispute 
between the Emperor of Germany, and tbe 
Elector of Bavaria, which was caused by 
the sudden expulsion of a small detachment 
of Imperial troops, from Oberhaus, by a 
body of Bavarian troops, has been amicably 
adjusted. The loan of three millions 
which General Berthier lately exacted of the 
Hanse-towns, was raised for the service of 
Hanover, upon the security of the property 
of the King of England, which remains ia 
the Electorate. 

{To be continued. } 
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readers of the Register, appear as just so 
much waste paper. ———The Treasury not 
only daes, but it exght to employ the press ; 
and, the only question, in any case, is, whe- 
ther it employs it properly, or not; a ques- 





tion, which, in the present instance, I have 
not agitated, having only stated the fact, and 
that fer the purpose, not of reproaching the 
minister with having availed himself of the 
advantages of his othce to circulate an attack 
upon his party opponent, but merely for that 
of throwing light on the subject, in the dis- 
cussion ot which I was engaged. How 
comes it, then, that my statement of this fact 
should not be noticed till now, it having 
been first made more than two'months ago? 
And how comes it, too, that my statement 
only should meet with a denial, such as it is, 
while no notice whatever is taken of a similar 
statement made by the Accurate Observer, at 
the very outset of his pamphlet, where he 
not only says, that the Secretaries of the 
Treasury have assisted in the ¢irculation of 
the Cursory Remarks, but that *‘ they lend 
«¢ their name and authority to the principal 
“* statements it contains, and express their 
“ sense of the propriety of its poblication ?” 
The truth is, that Mr. Addington now be- 
gins to fecl, that he cannot, without she sup- 
port of Mr. Pitt, resist the force, which is, at 
last, both in and out of Parliament, gather- 
ing together against him; and, as he must 
be aware of the resentment that the Corsory 





Remarks have excited, and, in some degree, 
justly excited, in the breast of Mr. Pitt, be 
is anxious to excalpate himself from the im- 
putation of haviog lent bis aid to thet.pub- 
lication; and, in this hopeful enterprize, 
bookseller has not been thought uaworthy of 
being pressed into'the'service! =” 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


America.—Py a reference to p. 880 et 
seqy., it will be seen, that, im consequence of 
@ convention be ween the United States of 
America and France, the former obtained 
the right of possessing Louisiana; but, we 
now learn, from American papers and let- 
tets, that the Spaniards: refuse to evacuate 
New Orleans and the other parts, which 
they ‘are in actnal possession of; and, in 
fact, that, though they'were ready, though 
an order was issued from the Court of Ma- 
drid, to give up the country to the French, 
they are by no means disposed to yield it to 
the Americans. This is very strange; so 
strange, that were not the fact confirmed in 
the best possible way, every one acquainted 
with the degraded state‘of the Spanish pow- 
er would hesitate to believe it; and, it is 
absolutely impossible to suppose, that 
the Spaniards are now making this resist- 
ance, unabeited or unbacked by some other 
power. Isit impossible that our ministers 
have bethonght themselves of some trick 
relative to Louisiana? And are we to look 
upon this resistance on the part of Spain as 
the price of neutrality with respect to Great- 
Britain? This would be curious enorgh ; 
but, the probable conjecture is, that the 
French are resolved not to yield the country 
till after they are paid, and, perhaps, not 
even then, They have, very likely, only 
made a sham transfer of it to America, in 
order to cover it from. the hands of Great- 
Britain, till the war is over, and the obstacle; 
now raised agviost the Americans taking 
possession, is, most probably, only intended 
to amuse the people of America, till the end 
of the war, or for a year or two, at. least, 
A. short time. will, however, show us the 
botto.n of this artifice, 

Tue Coniinenr appears to be alarmed 
at the increase of the power of France. In 
Rossia a small augmentation of the army has 
taken place, and there is some tale of hos- 
tile preparations on the part of the Court of 
Vienoa; but, even if the dispositions and 
preparations of those courts were ten times 
as great as they se, there would be no hope 
of obtaining their co-operation against 
France, while England is governed by a mi- 
Ke in whom no foreigner upon the face 
of earth has any contidence, Though 
Russia may be jealous of, and displeased 
with France, it will require diplomatic skill; 
other than that prewe by Lord. Hawkes- 
bury, to persuade that power to embark in 
. a war, the ostensible object of which is, to 

give us Malta. in tuity.. For this rea- 
oo it is, that the Moniteur (of the sth in- 





[20 
stant) so confidently déclares to us: ** Yon 
« shall aot rétain Malta; you shall nor ob. 
tain Lampeédosay ‘and you shall sign , 
‘ treaty: Jess advantageous to you than tho 
«© of Amiens!” This isa threat mach more 
terrible than thatof invasion, ‘anid a threat, 
too, which, if the present ministry remain 
in- power, or if the Volanteer System b- 
persisted in, will most: assaredly be carried 
into exécution. The public prints are flat. 
tering themselves, that, because the Moni- 
teur denies that the-Consnl has ever pledged 
himself to invade England, and because that 
paper now states, that ‘he only said he would 
form camps along the coast; this has led 
our smali politicians to conclude that the 
Consul is “ drawing in his horns.” As al- 
luding to the improved state of Baonaparte’s 
conjugal concerns, this may be considered 
as a passable pun; but, really, it would be 
difficult for any rational man to discover, in 
these expressions of the Moniteur, any hope 
of having broken or lowered the spirit of 
our enemy. What’ does Buonaparté want 
to do more than he is now doiig? “What 
state, if he “contd have his’ utmost wishes ; 
what state, worse than our present siate, 
could he, as yet, desire to see usin ? ‘Penned 
up in onr island; trembling at his threats ; 
preparing to fortify our capital, and to inun- 
date our counties; ‘giving bounties of 40 
guineas a ‘mah for soldiers ; having 400,000 
of our shop-keepers artned, and the greater 
part of them under ~ the controul of com- 
mittees ; with “ the ‘spirit of rebellion and 
insurrection actually raging 10 epee 
to’ such a degree as to require the terrors © 
martin] law to keep them down ;' with- 
out beirg able to make one te 
effort, living at’ a war’ expenditare 0 
£42,000,000 a year, in“ addition Mt 
£26,000,000. @° year éxpenses of ac 
debt, civil list, and miscellanies ; and, t e 
last not least, with Mr. Addington and Lor 
Hawkesbury for ministers; what rom 
what worse, what greater calamity an¢ hed 
grace could’ even Buonaparté have wis ’ 
us? It’ is incredible, that he should on 
hoped, so ‘soon ‘to have ‘reduced us to oil 
state; and; yet, there are who dit 
lieve, or affect to believe, that he ls @ 
heartened ! vi : 
Ixccawp.—lIt appears, that the following 
paragraph has been insertedin ail the Dab 
lin news-papers.—“ In the 
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« quence he had written for the general, 
« saying, ‘ in consequence of your prepa- 
© (rations, suppose you have received ad- 
¢ ¢ ditional intelligence.’'—-We. have, autho- 
‘rity to say, that no detter bearing such 
‘ construction, was at'any lime written by 
« the lord lieutenant to the general,”—It is 
strange that this paragraph should be pub- 
jished, as it apparently has been, dy aut bori- 
ty, It is a mark of great. indiscretion, to 
say the least of it; because it renders the 
proposed motion of Admiral Berkeley abso- 
lutely necessary. The parties are now at 
issue upon a point of fact, of fact, too, that 
admits of clear and satisfactory proof, on 
one side or the other, without a possibility of 
making disclosures inconsistént with , the 
public welfare; and, therefore, the . minis- 
ters can have no grounds whatever, whereon 
to oppose an inguiry. 

Bits sie, is said, are soon to be issued 
as currency. The nominal value, at which 
these dollars will. pass, witl, at once, show 
us, and the whole world, whether the non- 
payment of specie'at the bank, has been, as 
some persons insist, no injury at all to the 
credit of its paper. The stirling value. of 
the Spanish and. American dollar, is, four 
shillings and sixpence: ‘before the bank ‘re- 
striction, it always passed for 4s, Od. in €x- 
change against English bank notes ; and, if 
it passes at the same rate nocw,.I shall be 
ready to confess.my error ; and to allow, that 
the bank notes‘are’ not ‘at all depreciated. 
—— Having touched upon this topic 7 
shall take the opportunity of explaibing the 
grounds, on which, in my Jast. sheet, 1 ven- 
tured to dissent from) an opinion: of ‘Lord 
Grenville'’s, which, as’ then stated) appear- 
edto me to be erroniéous, His Jordship had 
said, that, great as the increase of dank paper 
had been, since-the restriction, the increase 
of private paper had been, proportionally 
much greater, and for this very obvious 
cause, that, for private aper cash may legal- 
ly be demanded, while for bank .paper it can- 
not. This notion seemed to me not tobe 
quite correct, because, as bank”paper is, in 
all cases, a protection against arrests for debt; 
and, as private paper can, at worst, be no 
a than a proof of debt, the holder. of 
FO I eter snee My ele Sh oo eet 
hol dest he would have if he were the 

“ct of bank paper, because this latter pa- 
Per can, at any time, be tendered to. him in 
pe of his private paper; .and the issuer 
miei paper bas, fore, always the 
of bank fransform himself into the cane teak 
a tender ef | I did not mean ‘to. say,.that 

“<t Of bank paper was, inany case, a 
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discharge of debt, unless the creditor chose 
to receive it as such. I know, that the holder 
of private paper may demand from the private 
banker the full value of it in cash, which he 
cannot. do with respect tothe Bank of Eng- 
land? but I alsoknow, that if the private ban- 
ker tender to the said holder Bauk of England 
notes in payment of the private paper, that 
he, the said holder, cannot arrest him, He 
may, indeed, levy an execution for the debt, 
or he may sue out a coimmission of bank- 
raptcy for the refusal to pay in specie; but 
these things he can also do, with respect to 
every debtor who tenders bim Bank of England 
notes, and who refuses to pay tim iN specre, 
being the lawful coin of the kingdom; a cir- 
cumstance ot which, at the present moment, 
every man ought to be apprized, ‘J he only 
difference, as to the point in question, be- 
tween private paper and’bank paper, appears 
to be this: all the parties both fendering and 
issuing the former, are liable to be sued ; but 
tenderers only, and not the tsswers, of she \at- 
ter.are linble to such process, Bank paper, 
after it gets-into circulation, is not a discharge 


of debt, but, in cases where the Bank itself 


is the. debtor, it is a discharge of debt! How 
fac this circumstance may have operated in 
producing a preference. of private paper, and 
in what degree it favours the opinion of 
Lord Grenville, 1 have not the means of as- 
certaining; but, itis to be.presumed, that 
his lordship did not speak without possessing 
fall information on the subject. 
Vocunteen-Commitrecs.—In my last 
sheét, 1 promised to return to this subject, 
and to give.a more detailed accoant of vo- 
lumteer-committees than I had theretofore 
given, «When Mr. Windhom cited a volun- 
teer corps governed by a committee, and be- 
sought parliament to direct their attention to 
the subject, he was told, that the corps he 
had alluded to was “a solitary instance, 
« and that even that corps he had not 
« thonght proper to vame.” . This was said 
by Mr. Hiley Addington, on the 14th inst. 
and was accompanied with a heinous charge 
against Mr. Windham, of his being umpopu- 
lar in every part of the country, ‘Vo this ons 
may reply: ‘so much the worse for the 
“ copntry.” But, as to the assertion, that 
the corps alluded to by Mr. Windham was‘a 
solitary instance, and even’ that without a 
name, the best answer is to vame some corps 
having a committee, and, for-this, reason, I 
now name the Duke of Gloucester’s Loyal 
Volunteers, commanded by Lord-Viscount 
Chetwynd. ‘The constitution of some corps 


| was quoted by Mr. Wiodham and De..Laa- 


reace, bet, that of Lord Chetwyaid’s L shall 
flow give at full Jengthas follows: 
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** Declaration, Rules, and Regulations, of the Duke of 
Gloucester’s Loyal Volunteers, commanded by Colone! 
Lord Viscount Chetwynd, Landon: printed by J. 
Downes, Strand, 1803. 

« DEcLARATION. We who have hereunto 
subscribed our names, do enroll ourselves to serve 
personally in the corps of the Duke ot Gloucester’s 
Loyal Volunteers. We declarethat we will, at 
our expense, previde ourselves with uniform 
cloathing and accoutrements, according to pat- 
terns agreed upon, and will serve without emolu- 
ment; arms and ammunition being provided by 
government..—T hat previously to receiving aims, 
we will take the oath of allegiance, Ihat we 
will meet for training and exercising, as often as 
may be deemed requisite for the maintenance of 
order and discipline.——That we will, upon al! 
occasions, be in readiness to preserve peace, and 
protect the persons and property of our tellow 
subjects within the metropolis; it being fully 
understood by us, that this Declaration is not to 
be considered as claiming any limitation or re- 
striction of service, which may, in the smallest 
degree, interfere with the exercise of his Majesty’s 
ancient and undoubted prerogative of requiring 
the military service of his subjects in ease of in- 
vasion of he realm.——— And lastly, we do in ho- 
nor bind ourselves to be obedient to al) the lawful 
commands of our officers, whilst. on military duty, 
and also to abide by all rules and regulations formed, or 
to be formed, by the present OR FUTURE committee, when 
confirmed by @ mujcrity of the corps.” 

“ Ruves asp Reocoutations,—I. That the af. 
fairs of the corps be managed by a commiticeto be ap- 
pointed quaiterly, and to consist of one field 
officer, one captain, one lieutenant, one ensign, 
one serjeant, and sixteen privates, (/. ¢. two from 
each company) seven to be a-quorum, of which 
six must be privates.——The other field officers 
may be present and deliver their sentiments at all 
meetings of the committee; but enconly shall be 
entitled to mfe.—IL, That the fieldofficers be elect- 
ed in rotation, commencing with the colonel; the 
other officers by and our of their respective ranks; 
and the privates (two) by and ont of their re- 
spective oe The officers and one ha/f of 
the private to be changed at every election, and no 
one to be elfgible for more than two guurters in 
srevesiion—el 11, That the committee mect in 
the orderly room on the first aud third Wednes- 
day in every mouth, and at any other times the 
superior officer upon the committee may direct, 
provided due notice be given by the secretary to 
each member,—— 1V. That the committee shall, 
whenever requested by swenty members of the corps 
(signitied in writing to the secretary, and stating 
the busivess to be brought forward) call a gener:/ 
mecting £0 be held within seven days after the re- 
quest be transmitted to the committee, who shall 
also give to every member of the corps, three 
days notice of such intended meeting and the 
purpost of it ——V_. That out of the committee 

s the time being, there be chosen a sub-com- 
mittee, to conse of three moeninets who shali 
tuperintead the receipts and disbursements of 
the cbepe clea! the rafts or orders upon the 
eras nat ap be wy eo by the 
secretary, ’ ¢ a monthly re Of the 
ae of Se ya the commutes ——V1 
. Ho member pay ano 2 if necessary, a 
subscription of ove gia sedan half, to inaie 
& tued for defraying the incidental expenses of the 
corps, to become due npon the first day of Au- 
Gust, and thay she sume bc paid: té-the collector 
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within one month of that date.——VIl. Tha \ 
order to meet the wishes of a number of persons 
of rank, respectability, and fortune, who beip 
prevented by sex, age, Or state of health, frog 
affording personal aid, desire, nevertheless 1 
evince ther loyalty aad shew their approbatioy 
of the public spirited motives which have induced 
the formation of this corps, by contributing to 
the extraordinary expenses thereof; the tressire; 
be empowered to receive from such pcisons a 
subscription of not less thaf two guacas,—— 
VIS. That cach person desirows of becoming a mem», 
of this corps, shall, if proposed: and seconded, be 
ballosted for at the next mecting of the commisice; a 
maser of black balls to exe/ude.——-1X. That no 
person be admissible at any future period who may 
once have been rejrcted upon a baliot—-X. Tha 
every néw member do, within ten days alter 
having received notice from the secretary of his 
admission, sign the Declaration, also pay bis 
subscription, and commence his atiendance at 
drill——XI1. That every member provide ic- 
coutrements and an uniform diéss, in all respects 
conformable to the patterns and printed descrip. 
tion, within one month from the time of his ad- 
mission. XI. That no member be permitted 
to join the ranks until he shall have obtained a 
certificate of his being qualified for the same, 
either from the Adjurant or Superintending officer 
of the drills, such certificate to be signed also by 
the commanding officer of the company to which 
he is attached XIII, That each un nalifed 
person attend at least four drills in cach week, 
but such as possess a certificate for the tenks be 
exempt from such attendance,——31V. That it 
any member ‘appear with uaiform or accoutic 





| ments not regular and clean, or, without powder 


in his hair, he shall not be permitted to fall into 
the ranks. ——XV. That the serjeants of the re- 
spective companics do, in rotation, call the Se 
precisely at the time fixed ; and that no member 
shall be considered as. present. uniess he be > 
his station before the termination of the roll-call. 
——XVI, That no member be absent from the gt 
neral muster or ficld days, without /eave from ; 
committee, or the commanding ee) met i 
assign in writing an apol tor his absenco—— 
XVI. That avigie Phe addressed to the com- 
manding officer of the respective companics, rim 
transmitted by him fo the Committee tor examina : 
or enquiry, and that none be reccived <i 
commencement of the rollscalli——X VII. FT! “ 
every person be, whilst under arms, our 
and obedient. to such commands of the - 
spective rs, as may he expedient to prow 
discipline. ‘That no one be permitted [0 ew 
whilst in the ranks, or draw off the oe - 
others from their duty, nor shall any one ioe 
his station without permission ——X1%. ‘ 
commissioned officers be e/ected dy 4 ballet cA he 
corps, that future candidates for Se 
approved by the officers already appo soap ai 
onemonth be allowed té qualify for the dv wh 
and. if, atthe sexpiration of thartimen ay © 
clected be found by the field officers an ee 
incompetent, an application fora cone 
wi , and the appointment declared wore 
XX. That non-commisioned uctcers “a 
and out >of their veipective companies, 80 —, 
to che: shssotiontions of qualificarions—>* 
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dacing that quarter. ——X X11. That if any member 
refuse to conform to the rules and regulations 
establised, or behave himself in a refractory 
or ungentleman-like manner, his conduct shall 
be enquired into by the committee, suo shall 
have {ull power to fine, censure, or expel him. 
XXII. That the fine for any sing ¢ act, be not 
Jess than one shilling, nor more than five. 
XX(V. That the serjeants do, the first weck of 
every month, and by rotation, collect the fines, 
report the amount, and give in a list of the de- 
faulters to the committee, and pay whatever sums 
may have been reccived to the treasurer.~—-X XV, 
That it being expedient to ascertain at ail times, 
as nearly as possible, the number of effective 
members, every person be required to send to the 
commanding officer of his company, early infor- 
matic: of illness, or an obligation to leave town. 
— XXVI. That a. court of honour be established, 
and annually e/ected by the committee, to consist ot 
one field officer, two captains, aud three privates, 
above thirty years of age, who shall take cogni- 
zance of real or supposed causes of offence, or 
disputes which may have occurred amongst mem- 
bers of the corps whilst on duty, and that every 
membe: shall be bound io honour to abide by its 
decision, and to refrain from seeking any other mode of 
redrést.————- XXVIT, That no resignation be accepted 
unless to days notice of the intention has been 
given in writing fo she commitice, and all arrears 
paid.——-XXVIII. That no additional rules or re- 
gulations shall be established, nor any that haye 
been agreed upon rescinded, unless proposed dy the 
commitice, and confirmed by .the corps at a gencra/ 
mecting, Who shall individually have been apprised 
of the subject, at least three days previous to 
such meeting. ——-That the preceding engagements 
and regulations be’ signed y the colonel, and a 
tuflicient number of cupies be printed and de- 


rie to each member of the corps without 
clay. 


—— ee 








Chetwynp, Col. D. G.L. Vi 
Passed at a geveral meeting of the corps, 
August 18, 1803. 
J. HasLewoon, Sec. 
D.G. LV.” 

Here, to use a vulgar phrase, is “ chapter 
“ and verse for it.” It will now hardly be 
denied, even by Mr. Colonel Hiley Adding- 
ton, that there is onecorps governed by a 
commitiee. But, it is notorious, that al- 
most every volounteer corps is so governed. 
J will just, however, name a few places, 
Where there are such corps; to wit; Brom- 
ley, Dorking, Croydon, Mitcham, Wands- 
worth, Kingston, Ewiekenham, Richmond, 
Sem Fulham; ‘and, in town, Inns of 

curt, St. James's, St. Margaret's, West- 
minster, St. Giles’s and St. George's Blooms- 
os - Here are cities, towns, and villages ; 
s » these got selected ; but taken as they 
infan tohand. Not one volunteer corps of 
of tty? 10 short, do I know, or have I heard 
rs: a Meee the corps of Lord Chesterfield 
~~ t. Windham, which-has not its com- 
cometh ene or other ; and, it was. 
Stranean each would have astonished any 
Cole’, £0,hear the Right, Honourable Mr. 
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corps mentioned by Mr. Windham was a 
solitary instance; when it had, but a 
day or two before, been acknowledged, in 
Parliament, by the Attorney-General and 
Mr. Erskine, that the two corps, to which 
they belonged, had committees attached to 
them.——It -will be said, perhaps, that the 
greater part of the committees have no 
power over any thing but the pecuniary 
affairs. That this is not the casein Lord 
Chetwynd's corps will not be denied. I do 
not believe it is so in any one of the corps 
that I have mentioned; 4nd thongh the 
reader will perceive how difficult it must be 
for me to come at proof positive as to the 
frecise powers of these committees, | am 
enabled to state, that I have now before 
me, a resolution ef the committee of the 
Mitcham corps, expelling two men, for mis« 
bebaviour at drill; and, I confidently state, 
that the committee of the St. Giles'’s and 
St. George’s Bloomsbury elect the officers ; 
and, that they raise money upon the pa- 
rishes, the Parliament andthe public have 
been already very well informed. Of this 
last corps the King’s Advocate, Sir John 
Nicholl, is colonel, and of this very 
committee, the Lord Chancellor and the 
Lord Chief Justice of. the King's Bench 
are members! Yet his Majesty's ministers, 
in the House of Commons, expressed theit 
surprize and borror, when they were told 
of the existence of such committees! A 
due sense of respect for the character of the 
noble Jords above-mentioned, bids me state 
here, that neither of them had atiy hand in, 
or any kvowledge of, the address’ to the 
inhabitants of .the parishes of St. Giles, and 
St. George which address was mentioned 
with such merited disapprobation, in the 
House of Commons; and, I believe, that 
they were, on the contrary, amongst the 
persons aimed at in the address, as not 
having contributed in proportion to their 
«means. Every way that you turn this sys- 
tem, it presents new deformity. ' Here we 
find it, first mixing these great and venera- 
ble characters with common tradesmen, and 
next exposing them to public reproach ; 
reproach, too, which they certainly did not 
merit; for, it they had subscribed very 
large sums to the- volunteer fund, 

would, thereby, only have laid the founda- 
tion for exhorbitant claims upon ethers. —— 
Returning to the committees, I cannot, for 
my part. sce the, drift of those; who wish 
us to believe, that their powers are entirely 
confined to pecuniary matters. -“* Money is 
«* the sinews of war,” and sinews certainly 
not less necessary in civil than in forei 

war; and, theretore, to desireus to , 





Wiley Addington insist, that the 
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aed-harintess; merety because they hold the 
Perse strings, is, 1 must say it, a most un- 
reasonable request.—--Though this source 
of danger was treated very lightly in the 
House of Commions, it appears to have ac- 
quired consideration in its passage to the 
upper, House ; for, on the 16thinstant, we 
find ue ministers seriously protesting against 
volunteer committees. We find that respec- 
tab!e nobleman, Earl Romney, hitherto a 
distinguished friend of the-volunteers, de- 


claring, that, ‘* much as he approves: of | 


** the volunteer system, he is ready to con- 
“* fess, that, rather than have: corps with 
** such committees, -he would not have the 
** corps at all; for, that, if these commit- 
*“* tees are suffered to’ exist, he has no 
* hesitation to say, that the monarchy is 
** not safe for six months.” These were, 
as near as possible, bis lordship’s very words, 
Lord Grenville, on the same occasion, said, 
that she sort of powers vésted in the com- 
rolitees was of jittle consequences. If there 
were committees. of agyskind, and fon any 
purpose, they ought tw tietdone aways; afor 
that, ‘if they. could deliberateiand debate 
Dpon one subject, they would upon ‘another 


-pubjcet; and, that, st avas by ’soch aclub | 
SyStem that the mosarchy of Krance was | 


overthrowo.——It is but a short time since 
@ publication appeared in -the newspapers, 
ptaiingy thet delegates’ trom. the» several 
volani¢er-corps, ity and aboat the ometro- 
polis, bad met in general committee, for the 


purpose of devising and fiting upon a 


plan to syaise , fund for the cure, or the 
support, of suck volonteers or their families 
as might.be imjured, either. directly‘or in- 
direcity, byraceidents happening while at 
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@hat committees wil] always remain feeble , those littte parliaments which effected the 


exercisey ec. Ac. Ifthey could affiliatesfor 


this. purpose, so covdd they for any other 
purpose: Jet, therefore, any unpreyndiced 
gan say, whether there is notyust cayse.of 


apptchension : det him reeollect-the garde na- 
sonnd,ehe Champ de Mars4 apdlet bim not, 


forzet, Louis we Sixteenth! Pam weady to al- 
low, that there is not, ‘at thisetime,. one 
man ig the kingdem belonging’ to thesé 


committees, who-has ever conceived the ; 


idea of, using ‘bis power for a disloyal pur- 
ost; but; negcly, if.not quite, as mach 
ight have» been said of the first clubs in 


France, and the first. town-meeting icam- | M 


mittees in America, -allof whichdidj:how- | 


ever, at last héartily join in destroy ing .. 2 
pirate mma countries Tespec~ | be 
ely ; indeedyeit; was, in both instances, ‘Kingdom. 
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revolution. The wish to have the appear. 
ance of economy has induced the minister: 
to throw the chief part of the expenses of 
the volunteer corps on the public, in the 
shape of subscriptions: this teaches the Corps 
the way of raising money, an art which it is 
very dangerous. to render familiar to men, 
whe are organized into .a body, and who 
have arms in their hands. ‘Out of this eco- 
nomical part of the system the committee; 
have arisen; and, if times of great publi 
distress. should arrive, who will attempt to 
set bounds: to the edemands of bodies of 
armed men, direéted bysuch committees ? 
Again, I must beg leave to observe, and 
to beseech the ministers to keepin mind, 
that those persons,; who compose: the com- 
miltees a7 will not compose them a year 
or €ighteen morithis hence, especially if the 
times become calamitous or turbulent. foc 
présent wembers will not, they canny, long 
remain ; théy anust be calleda way by ther 
business or their pleasures, and their places 
will, with ‘s@tme.véry few EXCEPUONS, be 
filled, by meu, to witem a seat in avolan- 
tecr commiltee will be regarded.as an en- 
viable promotion. « Then democracy will 
begin to shew its undisguised front. The 
volunteer Gorps will soon become a great 
and distinet member of the body poutc; 
and, after that, only Jet there come an 
alarming. searéityief provisions, a grea 
and sudden depreciation of banknotes, or 
some such calamity, and farewell for ever, 
at Once and instantly farewell to all that 4 
dear to us, all that we are now ready to 
lay down our lives to preserve ! 
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